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SCRIPTURAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 
NO. 3. es 

“¢ Without natural affection.” 2 Tim, ii. 3. 

One iniquity, which served to fill the meas- 
ure of those evils that befel the ancient people 
of God, was that which is plainly expressed in 
the words that head this article. They were 
“‘ without natural affection.” 

There are certain crimes, which, when they 
become predominant ina community, exsure, 
to the public, the worst of consequences. For 
example. It would not require the spirit of 
prophecy, to foresee, or predict,that a communi- 
ty, each member of which is addicted to intem- 
perance, will soon become poor and disreputa- 
ble. And,asin the case under consideration, 
we may safely conclude, that, when a nation, 
people, or even an individual becomes regard- 
less of the ordinary affections ofnature, speedy 
ruin awaits, as the certain consequence of such 
depravity. For without those ties which are 
furnished by nature to bind a people together, 
they are unprepared to resist the encroachments 
of an enemy, or to provide, by a union of 
strength, a comfortable retreat for themselves. 
Mankind are designed for social life, and to en- 
joy society without, at least, a common affec- 
tion, would be impossible. We are therefore 
led to the conclusion, that to be “ without na- 
tural affection,” is an evil of the first magnitude, 
an evil to be carefully avoided and religiously 
disceun’enanced. 

The above reflections are calculated to lead 
us to an inquiry somewhat singular, but of the 
utmost consequence to all. We are led to ask, 
are there any among us, who answer to the des- 
cription in the text? We are disposed to answer 
in the affirmative, and shal! undertake to show, 
that, many professing christians, at least pretend 
to be “ without natural affection,” and really 
hope, to be eternally destitute of it ! This state- 
ment may appear somewhat harsh and severe, 
but we hope that those who feel aggrieved will 
be patient under tribulation, since those, who 





only can be oflended, have furnished us with 
the means of proving our assertion true. 

There are many professing christians, who 
believe in the doctrine of endless misery, aud 
in the eternal perpetuity of sin. Many of these 
persons have been required to say, and have 
said, that they feltsuch a degree cf resignation 
tothe will of Gods thatthey were willing, if it 
were esseutial to the glory of the Eternal, to go 
to hell, and there suffer eternally! In popular 
examinations of candidates, this declaration is 
considered indispensably necessary, and has of- 
ten been required as an evidence of worthiness 
in the one to be admitted a member of the 
church. This is a fact, too notorious to require 
proof ; and it furnishes demonstrative evidence 
of thestruth, that some have been required to 
discard @ natural regard for themselves, in order 
to be‘ddmitied to the privileges of church com- 
munion and fellowship ! It is on the ground that 
it is right and proper to love ourselves, that we 
are required to love our neighbor. We are 
commanded to‘ love our neighbor as ourselves,’ 
and the precept is a play upon words unless it 
is understood to be our duty to love ourselves ; 
for on this scale our love for our neighbor is to 
be graduated. It is natural, it is right, it is high- 
ly proper, therefore, that we should ever cher- 
ish an affection for ourselves, at least so far as 
to desire present and eternal happiness, for eur 
own souls. Hence, then, the person who is 
willing to goto hell, under any circumstances, 
and to sin against God to all eternity, is “ with- 
out natural affection.” 

We have saic, that mankind are required to 
love their neighbors. This fact will not be de- 
nied ; and we are unable to discover any im- 
propriety in the position, that, this is a kind of 
affection perfectly at agreement with the laws 
and principles of nature. For, until the various 
passions, to which mankind are subject, are 
stimulated by some cause, not inherent in our 
nature, and are suffered tu gain an ascendancy 
over our ordinary feelings of reciprocity, we are 
disposed to entertain affectionate emotions to- 
wards those with whom we associate. The In- 
dians of our forests, without the light of revela- 
tion or the rays of science to enlighten their 
minds or warm their hearts, are naturally af- 
fectionate towards one another. And this, of 
itself, is sufficient to convince us that nature re- 
quires us to have a degree of affection for our 
neighbor. Christianity is but a system of eth- 
ics, which may well be considered as a refine- 
ment of our best natural affections, and not a 
mere system of abstract faith, calculated to sub- 
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vert the wise laws of nature’s God, as displayed 
in our organization ! Now this being admitted, 
it requires but little sagacity to discover, that 
the man, who could delight to see his neighbor 
groaning under the ceaseless torments of the 
damned, would be destitute of natural affection. 
Indeed, when we read of those cruelties to which 
mankind have been excited by principles of re- 
venge, we hesitate not to say, they were without 
natura! affection. Many of those cruel deeds, the 
record of which stains the page of history, have 
been attributed to the agency of the devil ; and 
it would dishonor the Almighty, to say, that he 
ever created a being with such diabolical prin- 
Ciples inherent in his nature as would lead him, 
in coul blood, to delight, even in the temporary 
torment of a fellow being. © But it is maintained 
by some, that the happiness of the saints in 
heaven, will be in no swall degree enhanced by 
the miseries of the damned in hell ; and cler- 
gymen have said, that they should appear as 
witnesses against the wicked in another world, 
and have manifested so much composure and 
indifference about the matter, that some have 
thought they were almost “ without natural af- 
fection.” % 
There is another case worthy of notice. We 
are told, that fathers and mothers will see their 
children in hell, and that children will behold 
their parents there, and will know that their tor- 
ments will be endless! All this, we are told, so 
far from taking any thing from the sum of their 
felicity, will cause them to shout glory to God, 
and will, in fact afford them much satisfaction. 
Now a person who can delight in the misery of 
another, here on earth; or especially, in the 
misery of a child, or parent, is said to be a mon- 
ster, “ without natural affection.” Our good 
friends of the popular faith will be offended if 
we should accuse them of a want of sincerity, 
and we are, ina measure, compelled to say, 
that they are in good earnest, when they tell us 
the story above related. Therefore, since they 
tell us, that they believe such doctrine, and de- 
rive much satisfaction from a contemplation of 
such an event, we are compelled to say, that 
they are without natural affection. 
heaven is to be inhabited by those, and others 
like them, who expect to enjoy heaven after the 
manner above described, we conclude that the 
orthodox place of happiness will be destitute of 
natural affection! And we declare ourselves in- 
nocent of any thing like originality when we 
say, that since the clergy require their con- 
verts to adoptand express the sentiments above 
described, they virtually require an extinction of 
natural affection as a proof uf the conversion of 
sinners. This mark of the beast, is affixed to 
all who are simple enough to follow their direc- 
tions, and evinces the depravity of blind lead- 
ers, and the folly of the blind. 
REMARKS. 
Nothing can be more detrimental to the 
peace of suciety and the common welfare of 





And if; 





mankind, than the inculcation of sentiments 





that discard and disavew the natural affections 
of the human heart. Human nature, when left 
to itself, or when uncorrupted by an erroneous 
education, inclines to the better emotions and 
purer sympathies which distinguish man from 
the beasts that perish. A departure, therefore 

from the simplicity of natuic, may be consider. 
ed a derogation from our inherent good quali- 
ties ; and to talk of the “ total depravity” of 
man in his primeval state, is to contradict the 
plain lessons of Christ, and deny the testimony 
of uur own experience. It is in the little child 
that we discover the fair sample of innocence - 
and little children are set forth, by our Saviour, 
as patterns for ourimitation. The affection of 
the mother for her child, and of the child for its 
mother, is a striking example of natural affec. 
tion. To be destitute of such affection would 
be brutish-—nay, devilish / Anda doctrine 

which teaches the fund mother to regard her 
child with cool indifference, is but the offspring 
of hell, and the essence of unnatural depravity! 
It has»been well said, by a great writer, that the 
tears shed by our blessed Saviour for the mise- 
ries of others, were striking evidences of the pu- 
rity of his humanity. And since his examples 
are written for our admonition, it will be well 
to copy them ; leaving the event with God. 

Ubjection.—It may be said, by some, that 
the above sentiments are at variance with chris- 
tianity ; inasmuch as we are cautioned against 
the propensities of the earthly man, and re- 
quired to listen to the teachings of the Lord 
form heaven. 

In reply, it may be maintained as truth, that 
the evil dispositions of men, are rather the fruits 
of false impressions than the natural or inherent 
principles of their hearts. We are not taught by 
Christ to despise the tender emotions of paren- 
tal or filial affection, but to withstand the fero- 
cious desires and inclinations which are pretty 
generally acquired by copying the pernicious 
examples of those who are without natural af- 
fection. Hence a desire to bite and devour one 
another, is handed down from father to son, to 
succeeding generations; whereas, if nature 
should be left to itself, the pernicious animosi- 
ties and persecutions, which are now practised 
in the world, would cease for want of sustenance 
and become obsolete for the want of iustraction. 

Good men, in all ages, have been admirers of 
of the simplicity of nature ; and itis only when 
our taste becomes corrupted by education, that 
we prefer the hackneyed forms of art to the 
Spontaneous productions of the mother of sim- 
plicity. The man of taste prefers the simple 
dress, the frank ingenuousness, or the untaught 
sprightliness of the child ef nature, before the 
distorted form, or the painted face, of prostitut- 
ed education. And with equal propriety we 
may venture to admire and prefer the religron 
of nature and nature’s God, before the partial 
creeds of men; which, too often require an ex- 
tinction of nature’s affections, and a partial, 
if not an entire subversion of those feelings 
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which bind man to his God 3 and which, if left 
alone, or at most but improved by the kind pre- 
cepts of Jesus, would concentiate the affections 
of the inhabitants of the earth, and direct the 
minds of all toa contemplation of him, whose 
ways and thoughts are not like those of corrupt- 
ed man We therefore conclude, that Christ 
did not labor to destroy the good qualities im- 
planted within us by nature’s God, but to im- 
prove the condition of mankind by teaching us 
to discard the many inventions of men, and to 
return to the simplicity of the gospel of peace 
and dictates of natural affection. 


STATE OF RELIGION IN THE WEST. 
The pious missionaries, and editors of papers 
devoted to the interest of orthodoxy, are fond 
of giving the public all attainable information on 
the subject of religion in the western wilds of 
our state and in other “ heathenish” places ;— 
and, * as many have taken in hand to set forth 
in order a declaration of those things which are 
most surely believed among us, it seemeth good 
to us also, having had perfect understanding of 
things from the very first, to write unto thee, in 
order most excellent reader, that thou mightest 
know the certainty of those things wherein thou 
hast been instructed.” 

With the true state of religion in this section 
of our country, we profess to be as well acquain- 
ted as most of those who occasionally visit us 
from the eastern seminaries. And we are sure, 
that many reports made by travelling preachers 
are not strictly correct. Many places west of 
Cayuga lake, have been often represented as 
being destitute of a preached word ; when at 
the same time, almost every town and neighbor- 
hood has been supplied with preachers of some 
one of the various sectsin America. The mor- 
als of our citizens have often been represented 
as being generally bad; while, but here and 
there an individual could be found, favorable to 
the cause of common virtue or religion ! 

The picture, of which the above is but an out- 
line, has been often exhibited to those living at 
a distance from us, until tears, groans, cloth, 
mittens, shirts, and even rags have been extor- 
ted from the dupes of cold-blooded priest-craft, 
to satiate the appetites, and fill the coffers oi the 
money-loving, and soul-saving gentry of the 
craft. 

To such an extent have these “ pious frauds” 
been carried on, that many, who hazard a jour- 
ney to the west, are almost surprised at seeing 
any degree of decorum, or any marks of polite- 
ness or especially, any thing like morality a- 
mong us. The scalping-knife or tomahawk 
would not be so great a curiosity in the eyes of 
one from the “ land of steady habits,” as a re- 
ligious community in this part of America, 
would be considered. These impressions are 
received from those pious folks, who, having 
been nursed in the lap of a theological grand- 
mother, are sent out to evangelize the world, 
poorly qualified forthe undertaking. The “ poor 








heathen,” and divers expressions of similar im- 
port, are reiterated in their ears, till a respectful 
nod of the head, if observed in “the west,’ is 
almost taken for the worship of an idol, and a 
friendly shake of the hand, as the introduction 
to a league with the devil! Itis admitted, even 
by the missionaries from the east, as well as by 
book-makers and tract-pediars, that the people 
in this region have souls,—like other human 
beings ; but they are so preeminently wicked 
—sv grossly irreligious—so very destitute of 
meeting houses and piots priests, that many a 
sleepless night and joyless day has doubtless 
been experienced, by our pious benefactors, in 
consequence of hearing these frightful tales ! 

In order, therefore, to save a few, and pre- 
vent the wrath cf God from effecting our entire 
destruction, missionaries are armed with diplo- 
mas, and ‘equipped with pity for “poor im- 
mortal souls,” and “ sent”—(by missionary so- 
cieties )—to save us from adevouring God, who 
if leit alone, would, it is supposed, destroy us 
forever. 

Now the real facts are, those who have im- 
bibed such opinions of our citizens in this sec- 
tion of country, are probably sincere ; but they 
are ignorant. It is vot for the want of informa- 
tion that the peuple here reject the wicked dog- 
mas of Calvin, or the morality of fire and fagot, 
but the reverse :—they are generally too well 
informed, and too independent in mind, to 
swallow down the disgraceful absurdities of An- 
dover Seminary. And hence the steadfastness 
of the opposition to the schemes of the clergy. 
The generality of our intelligent citizens have 
discovered, that, the Eternal is as benevolent— 
as anxious to save the souls of his offspring, as 
the missionaries pretend to be; and knowing 
this fact, they are accustomed to think, that 
“ pure religion” consists in the actual perform- 
ance of those charities which are commanded, 
and not in steepled churches, lazy priests, nor 
faith without works. 

From three years acquaintance with the mor- 
al condition of this section of country, we are 
enabled to say without hesitation, that it is not 
a whit behind that of other places where much 
is said and done to stigmatise the inhabitants of 
the west with heathenish epithets and clerical 
slanders. Weare wicked enough, in all con- 
science, but not so depraved as to be made any 
better by the doctrine of endless cruelty. We 
need reforming, as a people, and as individuals, 
but the work must be done by persons better 
qualified than the generality of missionaries.— 
We want men here, who know enough to ap- 
preciate the few virtues we possess, and to dis- 
ctiminate between the virtue of hanging witches 
and the vice of thinking for ourselves! 

We think it within the bounds of propriety, 
to state, that religion in this part of the heritage 
of the Lord is improving. Vast numbers of 
our most respectable citizens are becoming con- 
vinced of the love of God for themselves and 
the world, and are engaged in the practice of 
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that benevolence which it inculcates. There 

ve some, it is true, who yet adhere to the doc- 
trine of eternal wrath ; but we thank God, they 
are not very numerous. Others are indifferent 
to the great concerns of salvation, and some are 
openly profane. But wherever the doctrine of 
God’s illimitable goodness is beard, understood, 
and believed, its good effects are visible. And 
should a propitious heaven smile on our arduous 
undertaking, we trust that a few more years wil! 
witness the entire downfall of error, and the 
general prevalence of truth and good works.— 
We confidently hope, that the time is not far 
distant, when the voice of truth will be heard 
by every ear, when the wilderness shall blossom 
like the rose, and when the grating jargon of 
priestly arrogance, eternal wrath, and missicna- 
ry contribution-boxes shall no more be heard in 
our land. 


INGRATITUDE. 

The tender mercies of God, which are over 
all his works, are of such a nature, so abundant, 
and so eficacious, that all are under the most 
solemn obligations to render, voluntarily, to our 
Creator, the offering of unfeigned gratitude He 
feeds, and clothes us ; he opens his liberal and 

fatherly hand, and supplies our multiplied 
wants ; and he, even chastizes us, when we 
wander from him, because he loves us. For 
these, and all other blessings, whether tempo- 
ral, spiritual, or eternal, we are bound to be 
thankful, and. can make no other return, so be- 
coming and acceptable, or more suited to our 
condition, and the relationship existing between 
God and ourselves, than gratitude. And, 
while this sacred, divine, and Christ-like princi- 
ple dwells within the heart, it gives rise to that 
sum of happiness, which constitutes a rich re- 
ward. Forthat sense of divine goodness as 
exhibited in the dealings of God with us, neces- 
sary to produce the grateful emotions of the hu- 
man heart, will ever fill the soul with joy, and 
shed abroad within us that peace of God which 
passeth all knowledge. 

The man, who is accustomed to contemplate 
the kind tokens of our Creator’s benevolence, 
who habitually feels his obligation to love him 
in teturn, for his kindness, and who, is thus 
led to the exercise of thankfulness and gratitude, 
will seldom fail to feel, acknowledge, and re- 
quite the kindness of an earthly friend. Such 
an one, is possessed of sensibility, and the pow- 
ers of discrimination, and will discover the pu- 
rity of the motive, and the uprig btness of the in- 
tentions, of his friend ; and, jndging of the 
favor received, rather by the good intended, 
than the amount obtained, will never fail to 
mapifest a grateful sense of the obliration, nor 
will he ever lose an opportunity to return the 
favor. 

It is to be feared, however, that there are 
some in our world, who are almost incapable, 
of exercising a grateful remembrance of bene- 
fits received. Such, are rather to be pitied than 








despised. Their friend, perhaps, in order to 
gratify their wishes, promote their welfare, or 
administer to their necessities, sacrificed his 
own peace, forsaken his own fireside, neglected 
his own interest, and thereby exposed his own 
family to innumerable evils, for the sake of oth- 
ers ; while, in return, the storms of adversity 
are permitted to frown upon him, the coid hand 
of opposition, to bind him to the earth ; and, 
that no pang may be wanted to render his mis- 
ery insupportable, no friendly voice is heard at 
his door, and no helping hand is extended to 
his relief! The climax of his grief is furnished 
in the reflection, that those who were esteemed 
as friends, are capable of such ingratitude, and 
will patiently suffer themselves to be reproached 
with the sneers of the world. 

Religion, the balm for every wound, can alone 
furnish a criterion by which to determine the 
value of friends, the inestimable benefits of grat- 
itude, or the evils arising from a destitution of it; 
and when earthly friends are dispersed, the soul 
may look, with serene composure, forward to 
that bright day, when all shall be filled with 
gratitude for everlasting deliverance from evil 
and pain. 





FROM THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
CRAZY PETER AND THE MINISTER. 


Mr. Eptror—I was educated a Congregation- 
alist, and my parents, who were both Calvin- 
ists by profession, took great care to impress 
on my tender mind, the leading doctrines of the 
Assembly’s Catechism. But though I thought, 
for many years, that their doctrine must be true, 
I cannot say that [ ever believed it, as I now do 
a different doctrine. To my apprehension there 
are many things in what is called Orthodox Con- 
gregationalism,which are irrational and unscrip- 
tural. I have attended carefully to the preach- 
ing of Congregational ministers, (for 1 never 
heard but few ofa different profession) but could 
never learn from their discourses, that they 
meant to hold forth, distinctly, the peculiar te- 
nets of the Catechism. They speak, it is true, 
of the ** Doctrines of Grace,” &c. but do not 
explain those doctrines in a manner to be fully 
understood. In order to satisfy myself on this 
point, I made bold to ask ovr minister, a few 
days ago, whether he professed a belief in the 
old Catechism doctrine. 'To which he answer- 
ed, “ Yes, indeed I do ; and glory in it,” You 
can hardly imagine my surprise ; but as soon 
as I was sufficiently collected, 1 went on, with- 
out further ceremony, to expose some of the ab- 
surdities in the Assembly’s creed. After hear- 
ing me, for the space of about five. minutes, the 
astonished Parson interrupted me, by exclaim- 
ing—“ Why, Peter! you are crazy”—but mind 
you, he refused to explain the reasons for such 
an exclamation. So I thought it might be well 
to communicate some of my reasoning, which 
were supposed to indicate insanity. 

One thing to which I objected in the Cate- 
chism, was this,—that there should be ‘ Three 
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Persons, the same in substance, and equal in 
power and glory in one only living and true 
God.” Such language is either unmeaning or 
absurd : And for this reason—If there is but 
one living God, and that one God died on Cal- | 
vary, to atone for the sins of His creatures then, | 
while He was dead, there was no living God in 
the universe. But if it was not the One God 
who died, it much have been what is called a 
person and vet no being sufiered death ; so 
that no being, but the mere shadow of a being, 
made what is called an infinite atonement. 
Again, our minister frequently speaks of 
Christ, as being on “the right hand of God.”— 





Now if Christ be really God, what does he mean? 
Itold him that he either meant that God was 
on the right hand of himself, or that a Person, 
not a being, was there seated, or had no meun- 
ing atall! So he called me crazy Peter. 

The next thing I shall mention is the follow- 
ing. The orthodoxy of the Catechism holds 
forth, that, by the fall of Adam, “ All mankind 
lost communion with God, are under his wrath 
and curse, and so made liable to all the miser- 
fes of this life, to death itself and the pains of hell 
forever.” But the answer tothe next question 
contradicts ttif prececting Ffeclaration,and shows 
that a part of mankind, «*t least, were never “li- 
able to the pains of hell forever.” It is as_fol- 
lows: “ God having, out of his ntere good pleas- 
ure, from all eternity, elected some (o everlast- 





ing life, did enter into a covenant of grace. to 


alike dangerous, in their estination. But the 

grave minister has gone farther yet ; he esteems 

me deranged. If this is insanity, | wish he was 

a “ little out,” asthe saying is. I think he 

would reason better, and be much more useful. 

At any rate, I hope he will not, in future, care- 

fully evade meeting in conversation, with 

: CRAZY PETER. 

UNITARIAN VINDICATION OF UNI- 
VERSALISM. 

The following correct statement, and excellent 
Vindication of Universalism is said to be from 
the pen of Rev. F W.P. Greenwo p.a Uni- 
tarian minister of Boston, rw Colleague with 
the Rev. Dr Freeman atthe Stone Chapel. 

ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 

The doctrine of eternal punishment teaches, 
that by far greater part of mankind enter, after 
death, into a state of torment as horrible as the 
omnipotence of an angry God can inflict, as 
unintermitted as the flow of time, and as lasting 
as eternity. This doctrine becomes if possible 
more revolting, when connected with the doc- 
trines of natural depravity and election, which 
assert that all men are liable to everlasting pun- 
isiment on account of sin of Adam, and that 
only a few who were elected before the founda- 
tions of the world, are to be delivered from this 
curse of their nature, by conversion or regener- 
ation, without any regard to what they may 
have done or omitted to do. But it is not ne- 


deliver them out of a state of sin and death, 2nd , crssary to give the Calvinistic view of the doc- 
to bring them into a state of salvation, by a Re- ; {rine. In its simplest form it is shucking enough : 
deemer.” . Now I admit that those who call) for $9 its simplest form it suopeses that there 
themselves, the elect, are “liable to all the mis- | are hum22 beings, who, within the rounds of a 


eries of this life and to death itself,” and are. 
actually “in a state of sin,” and stand in as 
much need of being delivered out of it. “by a 
Redeemer,” as any people: but, if the above | 
be true, they are not, neither were they ever, | 
liable to the pains of an endless hell. If God 
elected them, “ from all eternity, to everlasting 
life,” and of his mere good pleasure secured 
their happiness by his decree, could they ever 
be exposed to eternal damnation? Surely not. 
‘The elect are, at no period of their existence, in 
any more danger of being cast into the pains of 
ar eternal hell, than God is of being disappoin- 
ted in his good pleasure, and of failing to fulfil 
his own covenant. As I told the minister,— 
uur preachers may deceive the elect of God, and 
make them think they are on the brink of the 
infernal pit, which they fancifully describe ; but 
it can only be to answer selfish purposes, and 
keep the people under subjection to them ; for 
they know it is all a deception, providing their 
doctrine is true. [tis astonishing to me, that 
my minister, and good father and mother cannot 
see these things as Ido. They are as self-ev- 
ident as that the two halves of a substance 
are equal tothe whole. And yet I am put 


off (not down) in my arguments with my re- 
lations and, by being told that I am either a 
Universalist or a Unitarian ; both of which are 





few earthly Vears, can commit sin enough to 
render themselves Worthy of ceaseless torment 
through the countless ages of eternity : and 
that no remorse, no repentance, no desire to re- 


| turn to Gad and goodness, will ever entitle them 


to the least remission or suspension of this incon- 
ceivable woe, nor to the slightest hope that it 
wi!l never be mitigated or come to an end. 

The few arguments which I have to offer a- 
gainst the doctrine, are to my mind conclusive. 
They are drawn from the character of God, and 
from the true design and end of punishment. 

We all believe that God is perfectly wise, 
and infinitely powerful. Such ideas of the 
Deity do in themselves contradict the notion of 
endless misery ; and I cannot see how any per- 
son can hold them all consistentl¥ with each 
other. IfGod is perfectly good, if he is the 
very essence of benevolence and goodness, he 
must have designed the happiness of all his in- 
telligent creatures—he must have designed to 
make existence on the whole a blessing to all 
on whom he has bestowed it. If he is perfectly 
wise, he must have adopted the best method for 
securing such a result. If heis infinitely pow- 
erfal, he must be able to guard against every 
circumstance which he might defeat his pur- 
poses, and he must finally and inevitably ac- 
complish them. These deductions appear te 
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me to be drawn directly from the unquestioned 
promises, and to be as sure and as sublime as 
the holy attributes which furnish them. How 
can a Being who is goodness itself, form a crea- 
ture who shall be even liable to everlasting 
wretchedness, and curse it with a life, which, 
with the exception of a mere paint or two of 
time on this earth, may be to it an agonizing 
and intolerable burthen forever ? It is impossi- 
ble. And if he intends the happiness of every 
creature, and yet that happiness is not at least 
effected, he must be deficient in wisdom to plan 
the means, and in power to produce the end.— 
Should it be asked, why there is any pain or 
suffering whatever in the world ; why all men 
are not formed to be alwavs and entirely happy 
without any liability to sin or misery ; the an- 
swer is, that the scheme of Providence is evi- 
dently progressive, and we are bound to believe 
it the best which could have been adopted ; that 
we see pain followed in many instances by the 
most beneficial consequences, and should con- 
clude that under the administration of Omnis- 
cience this will be its final and invariable re- 
sult ; and that so long as there is a great and 
ever increasing prependerance of happiness in 
the existence of every individual, the gift of ex- 
istence must be to every one an inestimable 


blessing.—Should it be said, on the other hand, | 


that the very principle that a certain proportion 
of evil is conducive to the greatest degree of 
happiness, may demand the eternal misery of 
some in order to secure the greatest general 
good.—It is answered, that it is impossible to 
conceive how the infinite misery of the majority 
is to bring about the greatest sum of felicity ;— 
and further, that if the system of Providence 
does not tend to the ultimate good of all, it is 
not a perfect or a merciful system ; and if there 
isasingle person whose existence is on the 
whole miserable, the Creator is to that person 
a partial and malignant being ; for what is it to 
him that the rest of creation are happy so long 
as he can never share their happiness. Hap- 
piness cannot be of this transferable nature.— 
That God may be infinitely good, he must be 
good to every creature whom he has made ; 
and he cannot be good to every creature if he 
even places one of them in danger of everlasting 
misery. From the acknowledged attributes of 
God therefore, I draw the conclusion that the 
doctrine of everlasting punishment must be false. 

We may trrive at the same conclusion by 
considering the true nature & design of punish- 
ment. Punishment is theinfliction of pain, with 
the intention of producing reformation. If it be 
not conducted with this intention, it is revenge. 
We say then that no other punishment can be 
employed by the all-merciful God, than correct- 
ive punishment. Like the figure of Janus, it 
must have two faces ; and while one of them 
looks back on the offence, the other must look 
forward to the reformation of the offender. A 
purely merciful being cannot make use of 
punishment which js merely vindictive. By 


| inflicting pain on account of the commission of 
evil, he must intend to correct the cause of that 
evil. If, with the intention of correcting, he 
does not at least correct it, he manifestly wants 
the power of effecting his end, and is no longer 
omnipotent. And as evil is corrected, the sub- 
ject of the correction must become virtuous, and 
consequently happy ; for to say that the cause 
is removed which produced misery and called 
for correction, and yet that the misery will re 
main, is an absurd contradiction ; it is to say 
that the individual has returned to virtue, with- 
out experiencing its necessary and constant in- 
fluences and effects. In short, the very idea of 
corrective punishment contradicts the Supposi- 
tion of its eternity ; and corrective punishment 
alone is consistent with perfect wisdom and 
goodness. 

I know that it is common to say, that out- 
raged justice demands the infliction of punish- 
ment without regard to correction. It is an 
abuse of the word. Justice demands nothing 
which is inconsistent with goodness. What 
indeed is the justice of the Supreme Being, if it 
be not the designs of his infinite goodness di- 
rected by his infinite wisdom, and accomplish- 
ed by his infinite power ?>—Uni. Mag. 





From the (Troy,) Evangelical Restorationist. 
A COMPLIMENT TO UNIVERSALISTS. 


A few days since I was conversing with a 
Mis. B—, an honest good hearted Presbyterian 
lady, on the subject of Universal Salvation, and 
argued that a belief of the doctriae, so far from 
leading to sin and licentiousness, as is supposed 
by some, would naturally beget in us, a love 
and gratitude to God, and make us willingly o- 
bedient to his commands, that * the goodness of 
God leadeth to repentance ;” and, to show it 
consistent with the scriptures, cited St. Paul’s 
words to the Romans: “ What shall we say 
then ? Shall we continue in sin that grace may 
abound ? God forbid. How shall we, that are 
dead to sin, live any longer therein ?” And St. 
John’s words: ‘ We love Him because he first 
loved us.” 

“ Yes,” observed Mrs. B—, “ I see the force 
of your remarks, and that they apply very well 
to christians and good people ; but all men are 
not good enough to be universalists.” 

“ 1 thank you,Mrs. B—,” replied J, “for your 
compliment: then every Universalist, accord- 
ing to your view ofthe subject. to be consistent 
with his doctrine, must be a good man. The 
doctrine, then, is acknowledged to be good.” 
And would to God that every professed Uni- 
versalist would think of this as he ought, and 
live up to the spirit of the doctrine be professes. 





FROM THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 

“ Cornwall Mission School (Con.)—At the 
late meeting of the American Board, at North- 
ampton, a resolution was submitted, ‘ that it 1s 
inexpedient to continue the Foreign Mission 
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School at Cornwall.’ The cause of this school 
being discontinued, is on account of the Indians 
intermarrying with the white ladies of that vi- 
cinity. 

It appears that the orthodox fair ones, at 
Cornwall, have an overweening attachment to 
the Indian dandies, educated at that Mi8sion 
School. Their love-smitten hearts are proba- 
bly overcome by the celestial charms, which 
their spiritual eyes discover in those tawny scns 
of the forest; and in a divine hallucination, 
they calculate on pure, unearthly joys, in the 
sanctified objects of their choice. O cruel A- 
merican Board! What! discontinue that school, 
that gave spiritual birth and salvation to an Oo- 
BOOKIAH? and which was to be the means of 
converting all the Heathen world? The pious 
friends of Missions, it appears, had rather leave 
the Heathen youth unconverted, and their sav- 
age countrymen unbles by their soul-saving la- 
bors, than that a few of “ the new-born” Misses 
of “the land of steady habits” should be char- 
mingly united in Hymenial bonds with godly, 
Indian husbands. The orthodox savages pro- 
bably do not exactly agree with their spiriual 
fathers at Cornwall, but still adhere to that paré 
of the “ Indian Philosopher’s Song,” which is 
expressed in the following stanza: 

‘“‘ The mighty Power that form’d the mind, 
One mould for every two design’d 
And blest the new born pair; 
This,* be a match for that,t he said, 
Then down he sent the souls he made, 
Toscek them bodies here.” 


* Indian Beau. ¢ Cornwall Fair One. 





FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
THE BISHOP’S ADDRESS. 

Bishop Hobart, on his return from his Euro- 
pean tour, delivered an Address to 80 or 90 
clergymen, and about the same number of lay- 
delegates. From this Address we extract the 
following: the Bisiiop speaking of the many 
things that delighted him, said, ‘ Above all it 
delights him, that with zeal for all those exter- 
nals of our Church which God has made the 
safeguards of her spiritual principles, those 
great principles which constitute the Gospel, 
which that Church professes in its greatest pu- 
rity, the power of God unto salvation, are the 
animating guides of the public instructions of 
the clergy, and Ihumbly hope, duly prized by 
the people to whom they minister.” 

An honest confession, truly. The externals 
of religion, (as the phrase goes,) are the founda- 
tion of clerical fat livings and luxury. The 
Bishop, of course, is most delighted to find the 
people on his retura, full of zeal for the “ exter- 
nals.” To“ keep up the steam,” the Bishop 
praises the externals, and boldly declares that 
the externals are the safeguards of he: (the 
Church’s) spiritual principles; and that these 
principles, thus guarded, are ‘* those great prin- 
ciples which constitute the Gospel.” This is 


not enough—he declars that God has made the 
externals of their Church, this safeguard ! 

Shall we believe the dignified Bishop, sur- 
rounded by his 80 or 90 clergymen, and as ma- 
ny lay delegates, bowing obsequiously toe his 
nod, or shall we believe God’s servants, who 
declare that “ the Gospel is the power of God 
unto salvation,” and that this Gospel is good 
news? What honest man will, after a moment’s 
deliberation, admit that the externals of the 
fashionable Episcopal Church, are the safe- 
guards of the principles which constitute the 
Gospel ; or in other words, the safeguards of 
the principles which cunstiiute the power of God? 
Is Jehovah thus guarded? Inpious thought !— 
Does this boasting Church “ profess the Gospel 
in its greatest purity ?”’ Is this clerical rodomon- 
tade, a specimen of Episcopal purity ? 

The Bishop farther says, “ One thing more 
— Brethren of the clergy, and especially of the 
Laity, for engaged asthey are, in the business 
and cares of this world, to them the admonition 
particularly applies, continue to love your 
Church, as maintaining and professing the faith 
once delivered to the saints; the ministry, and 
worship of Apostolic and primitive times.” It 
is a lamentable reflection—a deplorable truth, 
that 80 or 90 Layman could be found, to swal- 
low, (without choking) this titled, luxurious 
Bishop’s unwarrantable assertions. All creation 
cannot furnisha more striking and certain dis- 
similarity, than is apparent, at frst sight between 
the titled high-fed Bishops and clergy of the 
Episcopal Church, and the “ ministry and wor- 
ship of the Apostolic and primitivetimes.” Paul 
thou old veteran in the cause of unvarnished 
truth, could you raise your voice in such an as- 
sembly, how would you frown into insignificance 
these boasting men ! 

The Bishop concludes his Address to the 
Laymen, by saying, “ Display your affection, 
by devoting, as opportunity offers, your talents, 
your time, and forget not alsvu, the wealth with 
whick Providence has blessed you, to her ex- 
tension and prosperity.” Alas! for modern 
christians. The externals of the Church—or 
the Church, that is the parson and his luxury, 
is the all important theme. 

Reader, did ycu ever hear of a Church, enti- 
tled the Church of Christ? Do not mistake 
the subject. The Episcopal Church of the 
Bishop is one thing, and the Church of Christ 
is another. We tell vou, solemnly, if you pro- 
fess to belong to Christ’s Church, display your 
affection for his Church, by giving your wealth 
your influence, &c. to the support of the poor 
and needy. Remember, that the safeguard of 
Christ’s Gospel, is Christ, the Mediator, and 
not the fashionable externals which interested 
men have fabricated to impose upon their fel- 
lows, and squander in luxury the means which 
would rejoice the heart of the poor, the widow, 
and fatherless. Beware then, lest you love the 
Bishop’s Church, and hate Christ’s Church ;— 





lest you love the religion which is pure before 
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the Bishop, and despise the religion which is 
pure and undefiled before God, even the Father. 








4 CHINESE HELLS. 

Among the Chinese, the anticipations of death 
are distressing. heir imagination has invent. 
ed no fewer than éen hells 5 one consists of hills 
stuck full of knives ; another of an iron boiler 
filled with scalding water ; a third, is a hell of 
ice ; in another the punishment is pulling out 
the tongue of thuse who tell lies ; another is a 
hellof poisonous serpents ; in another the vic- 
tim is drawn into pieces 5 another is a hell of 
blackness and darkness; and you may hear 
them praying—one, “ May J not fall into the 
hell of swords !” and others, into this or that 


place of torment.—Rev. Dr. Morrison. 
REMARKS. 

It isa wonder that some of our missionaries, who 
preach the ‘ gospel” of a bell, ‘paved with infants 
not a span long,” have not before now improved up- 
on their system, by incorporating the above ideas 
into their creed. Since tbey strenuously maiatain, 
that the fear of hell and its torments is absolutely 
necessary, and marvellously efficucious in producing 
repentance we can see no goud reason why an in- 
provement of this kind will not, on the orthodox plan, 
be of great service to the world. And especially, 
since the doctrine of hell-torments is a ‘* good duc- 
trine to die by,” as they pretend to believe, ** the an- 
ticipations of death,” under the improved system, 
would be peculiarly refreshing! We mean no offence 
when we suggest the propriety of such a measure, 
since we are so often told of the demoralizing tenden- 
cy of universalism. There can be no doubt, that 
the far‘her mankind are removed from a bad doctrine 
the better it will be f-r them ; and if the entire des- 
iruction of hell be a bad sentiment, our good Doctors 
of Divinity will render essential service to mankind 
by inventing, or rather adopting the notions of the 
‘6ten hells” of the Chinese ! We should hke to seea 
dissertation on this subject, from the pen of some able 
‘¢divine,” designed to refute the doctrine of “no 
hell beyond the grave,” and to prove, that *¢ all mur- 
derers of life and fame” shall go tothe * hills stuck 
full of knives,"—* totatlly depraved infants” tc the 
common orthodox hell,—and lying priests to the hell 
where their tongues shall be pulled ou: !—If we may 
adopt the language of the Chinese, we devoutly pray. 
may we not fall into any hell worse than that of + Bab- 
ylon the great,’ and may God hasten the time, when 
jdolatrous heathens, and deluded christians, may trust 
in him who will destroy hell ‘‘ and bimthat has the 
power of death, that 1s the Devin !” 





NEW PUBLICATIONS: 

We have just received the 13th number of a peri- 
odical paper entitled ** Toe Canpip Examiner,” 
published at Montrose, Pa. Wehave before heard 
of it hy the ** hearing of the ear,” but now “ our eye 
geeth it.” We presume it is edited by some one of 
the true faith—his name shall be announced as soor 
as we know what itis. The work is respectable in 
its appearance, and contains much matter of interest: 
we wish it success, and have only to regret that we 
have not before had an opportunity to speak well of 
it. 

Report says, there is another periodical paper, 
published at Troy, N. Y. entitled the “ Evangelical 
Restorationist.” The most we know of it, is, some 
few months since we published inthe Advocate the 
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prospectus of the work, since which time we have 
heard but little, aad seen nothing of it—Should ii 
ever reach us we shall be very thankful. 

The * Christian Telescope” is not received at 
this office. Whether it is dead or alive we knoy 
not. 


BALFOUR’S INQUIRY. 

This invaluable work bas ap.eared in an improy- 
ed editicn, and is for sale at the Buffalo Bookstore, by 
R. W. Haskins, & Co. It needs no praise ;—its 
own intrinsic merit will ensure its success. _[t effec- 
‘ually refutes the ideas oflimitarians about Hell, and 
contains conclusive evidence that God doth not af. 
flict willingly, nor grieve the childrenof men because 


he delighteth so to do. 


To our Patrons. 


We hope, next week, to be able to present the 
Gospel Advocate (o our readers ina new dress, and 
much improved in its appearance. We hope to con- 
vince our friends, that we are in earnest when we 
say, (hat their approbation, and substantial support, 
will ensure them every reasonable endeavor on our 
part to render this work deserving of patronage. 





NOTICE. Itis expected that the Editor of this 
paper will commence preaching statedly in this Vil- 
luge a week from next subbath. 


—> 
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POETEY. 


f will sing praise to thy name, O thow most High. 
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From Blackwood’s Magazine. 


Ob ! there is a dream of early youth, 
And it never comes again , 

*Tis a vision of light, of life, and truth, 
That flits across the brain ; 

And love is the theme of that early dream. 
So wild, so warm, so new, 

That in all our after years I deem, 
That early dream we rue. 


Ob! there is adream of maturer years, 
More turbulent by far; 

Tis a vision of blood, and of woman’s tears, 
For the theme of that dream ts war: 

And we toil in the field of danger and death, 
And shout in the battle array, 

Till we find that fame is bodiless breath, 
That vanisheth away. 


Ob ! there 1s a dream of hoary age, 
’Tis a vision of guld in store— 

Of sums noted down on the figured page, 
To be counted o’er and o’er ; 

And we fondly trust in our glittering dust, 
As a refuge from grief and pain, 

Till our limbs are laid in that dark bed, 
Where wealth of the world is vain. 


And is it thus from man’s birth to his grave— 
In the path which allare treading ? 

Is there nought in that long career to save 
From remorse and self upbraiding ? 

O yes, there’s a dream so pure, so bright, 
That the being to whom it is given, 

Hath bath’d in a sea of living light— 
And the theme of that dream is Heaven. 





